
Honey Bees 

Bees are social insects. They live 

together in colonies. They work together in colonies. 

There are three types of honey bees, Drones, 

worker bees and queen bees. Worker bees collect 

pollen and nectar from flowers, beans and peas. 

Worker bees use the nectar to make honey. Worker 

bees also feed the other bees, build and clean the 

hive and make honey and wax. Drone bees don’t really 

do anything around the hive. 

Queen bees lay eggs in little hexagonal shaped 

wax cones which are made by the worker bees. They 

lay up to 2,000 eggs a day. The queen bee lives for up 

to three years but stops laying eggs after two years. 

Young bees are called larvae. They are born into 

little hexagonal comes and get covered until they are 

alive. When a new queen bee is needed seven of the 

larvae get feed royal jelly. This will make the queen 

bee. These seven bees will fight when they are born 

to see who will become the new queen bee. 

The hive is where the bee lives. In the hive 

there are lots of little frames. Worker bees build 

wax comes on the frames. The queen lays her eggs in 

these wax combs. Honey is also made in the hive. 

There has to be a queen excluder in the hive to 

separate the queen from the honey compartment so 

that the queen does not lay her eggs into the honey. 



Bees can defend themselves. When wasps come 

into the hive, about ten bees surround it and 

suffocate it by flapping their wings. When they flap 

their wings it makes the buzzing noise that we often 

hear. When bees swarm it means that there are too 

many bees in the hive, so they make a new queen bee 

and the old queen bee and her colony leave the hive. 

If we did not have bees we would not have 

beautiful flowers, fruit and vegetables because the 

bees pollinate these plants. 
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